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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Presently, Memorial Beach Park is an open grass
covered area from Route One, Marine Drive to the shore-
1ine in the village of Agat. Running parallel to the
shoreline is a row of young palm trees and in one corner
of the park is a memorial consisting of an upright
artillery shell and flagpole.

Prior to the war, the site was the location of Governor
Shapley School, which was removed during the invasion of
Guam, '
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Memorial Beach Park is a portion of one of the invasion beaches
where on July 21, 1944, the Armed Forces of the United Skates commenced
the Liberation of the Territory of Guam, the only permanently inhabited
possession of the United States to be occupied by enemy forces during
World War II. This invasion landed on Guam at two locations - Agat
and Asan.

The Asan beachhead was the object of the 3rd Marine Division which
consisted of the 3rd, 21st, and 9th regiments and landed at Beachs Red
1 and 2, Beach Green, and Beach Blue respectively from east to west.
One segment of Beach Green where the 21st regiment landed is the
Memorial Beach Park.

The day before the invasion, underwater demolition teams had marked
the paths for the amphtracs and landing craft to follow. At 8:29 a.m.,
the 3rd Marine Division landed at Asan following the naval bombardment.
Once ashore, the Marines were in precarious situation, being confined
between Asan and Adelup Points and faced with the steep hills set in an
irregular area beyond the gravel road along the beach and the dry rice
paddies beyond, with the hills being held by the enemy in prepared
positions.

Once ashore, the Marines brought the artillery and situated it near
the mouth of Asan River, near the present Memorial Beach Park. At day-
break of July 22, the Japanese counterattacked, but were repulsed,
whereupon small combat units of the 21st Regiment began probing up the
hills. By the 24th, the creat of the hills had been reached. However,
on the night of the 25th, the Japanese delivered their most serious
counterattack and succeeded in reaching the rice paddies and almost the
divisional artillery command post, but were repelled by hand to hand
fighting which broke the attack by noon July 26.

Thus, the most serious battle for Guam ended with the Marines ex-
ploiting their advantage by taking the hills surrounding Asan and the
Fonte Plateau beyond. Subsequently, the Marines 1inked up with Agat
invasion forces and drove the Japanese north to Tiberate Guam.
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